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PREFACE

A pparently, the Eleventh A nnual Purdue Road School held
during the week of January 19-23, 1925, has been the m ost suc
cessful ever held at Purdue, not only in total registration, but
also in the m erit of the program and the interest displayed by
those attending. This success is due in great part to the very
fine spirit of co-operation shown by practically every one con
nected in any w ay w ith the activities of the Road School. The
classified registration was as follow s:
State H ighw ay Comm ission..................................
53
County H ighw ay Superintendents.................................. 77
A ssistant County H ighw ay Superintendents.............. 49
County Surveyors and Engineers.................................... 30
A ssistant County Surveyors and E ngineers................. 3
County Com m issioners—........................................
19
City Street Com m issioners...........................................
15
City Engineers.......................................................................... 9
A ssistant City E ngineers...................................................... 2
Tow nship T rustees.............................................................. 2
Road and Street C ontractors............................................... 35
M aterial and Equipm ent M en.............. ...............—........... 91
M iscellaneous ........................................................................... 48
T o ta l.............. ..................... .............................................433
This total registration of 433 is 129 more than registered
last year, and exceeds by 68 the record attendance of 1922. The
attendance on the part of County Surveyors, City Street Com
missioners, County Comm issioners and Contractors, was greater
this year than in form er years.
It is very gratifying to note the increased attendance on the
part of County Commissioners. There were 19 representatives
of this group present this year and they were very much inter
ested in the accom plishm ents and value of the Road School. It
is hoped that attendance on the part of County Commissioners
will be greatly increased in the future. The County H ighw ay
Superintendent is a four year appointee of the Board of County
Comm issioners and his work is under its direct supervision.
Unless the Commissioners of a county are thoroughly “sold”
on the value to the com m unity of adequate road m aintenance,
the County H ighw ay Superintendent will be greatly handicapped
in his efforts to improve road conditions. Since the highway
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problem is one of the m ost im portant confronting County Com
missioners, I believe it would be of very great benefit to the tax
payers of the State, if the Comm issioners from each county
would regularly attend the annual Purdue Road School.
Mr. W . O. Jones, President of the County H ighw ay Su
perintendents’ Association, started a splendid innovation this
year by having the Secretary call the roll of the 92 County H igh
way Superintendents at the opening of each session of the school.
This resulted in a full attendance of this group at practically
every session.
Fifteen County H ighw ay Superintendents failed to attend
the school this year. Of this num ber, about five sent in reason
able excuses. These fifteen counties are as follow s:
Bartholom ew E lkhart
Jennings Ohio
Spencer
Blackford
Floyd
M arshall Owen
Vigo
Brown
Franklin
M onroe Ripley
W ells
The State H ighw ay Commission was represented by a total
of 53 men at different times during the week. Mr. A. B. Burch,
vice-chairm an of the Commission from Evansville, spoke on the
plans of the State H ighw ay Commission for 1925 at the first ses
sion of the Road School. Mr. A. H. Hinkle, Superintendent of
M aintenance, was present w ith practically his entire m ainten
ance force down to and including the grade of Sub-D istrict S u 
perintendent. Mr. C. Gray, Chief Engineer, and Mr. W . J. Titus,
Bridge Engineer, were also present and took part in the program .
The County Surveyors and Engineers had a total of 30 men
present and were deeply interested in the proceedings. This
Association is presenting a bill to the present legislature som e
w hat sim ilar to the bill of the H ighw ay Superintendents, which
will authorize their attendance at the A nnual Road School w ith
the expenses paid by their respective counties. O ur County Sur
veyors are charged w ith the duties of m aking surveys and loca
tions for county road construction, draw ing up specifications
and plans and supervising the construction. These are vital m at
ters in the county highw ay program and unless they are in the
hands of a com petent engineer, will, in m any cases, result in the
loss of thousands of dollars to the taxpayers of the county. I
believe that a com pulsory attendance of County Surveyors at the
Annual Road School would result in greatly im proved county
road construction and produce a great saving to the taxpayers.
An innovation this year was the D inner-Sm oker held in the
new Purdue M emorial Union Building on M onday evening. Mr.
Dick Miller, President of the City T ru st Company of Indianap
olis, was the principal speaker. The A nnual Banquet on T hu rs
day night was attended by about 300 men. Addresses were made

ELEVENTH ANNUAL ROAD SCHOOL

7

by Hon. F. H arold V an Orm an, L ieutenant G overnor; Doctor
E. C. Elliott, President of the U niversity, and Dean A. A.
Potter, Dean of Engineering Schools, Purdue U niversity.
The County H ighw ay Superintendents elect their officers
for term s of two years. This being the m id-year, the old offi
cers will hold over for another year. These officers are as fol
lows :
W . O. Jones, Richm ond............................................. President
M att Foster, E vansville.................................. V ice-President
Clyde Piper, Connersville...............—.Secretary-Treasurer
The newly elected officers of the Indiana County Surveyors’
and Engineers’ Association a re :
Don Heaton, Fow ler....................................................President
George Schmidt, Indianapolis..................... V ice-President
C. K. W allace, H am m ond................... Secretary-Treasurer
The City Street Com m issioners’ Association re elected the
officers of last year, as follows :
A. A. Girton, Shelbyville....................................... President
Charles Buck, M adison...............................—V ice-President
R. W . C arrettee, E ast Chicago................................ Secretary
W . M. W illiam s, N ew castle.....................................Treasurer
The papers, as printed in this volume, have been consider
ably condensed from the original form in which they were pre
sented at the Road School due to the fact that the funds avail
able for publishing the proceedings are limited. The Editor has
endeavored also to elim inate repetition where the speakers dis
cussed sim ilar subjects.
The Annual Road School is under the direction of the School
of Civil Engineering and is one of the activities of the Engineer
ing Extension Service of Purdue.
B. H. P.
Lafayette, Indiana.
March, 1925.

